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“Mask On, Mask Off”
“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!” (Psalm 107:1)
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Every year for Halloween, new costumes and masks appear in the stores. People love to dress up in the most
provocative disguises. Usually sitting presidents make for a good mask. Popular movie characters also do pretty well.
But I think that the most popular mask this Halloween season will be the one that is the most prevalent. With just
about everyone on the planet wearing a mask, I think it’s safe to say that the “surgeon” will far surpass all other
costumes. Pretty obvious right? Whether or not we choose to dress up as a surgeon this Halloween, it will be everyone’s default costume.
Figuratively, we could say that we are all operating as best we can in an unhinged world. Like a triage center
during war time, we are taking in significant damage at an alarming rate. Many are feeling weary and distressed,
wondering when the onslaught will end. There doesn’t seem to be any relief in sight. This truly is a test of both our
will and our endurance. How can we go on? Along with that, the last Thursday in November is set aside to give
thanks on Thanksgiving Day. Normally, we would physically gather with family and friends to share in the blessings
of life, enjoying food and drink and laughter. This year, that may not be the case as many people will choose to keep
their distance due to the pandemic. So how are we to give thanks when our world has this dark Corona-cloud
looming over us?
Well, that is where the good news comes in. Being heirs of God and fellow heirs of Christ (Rom. 8:17) we give
thanks to God trusting that he is present with us now and always. Even when things appear hopeless, we still have
hope knowing that he is always with us (Psalm 139). As children of God we have the privilege of seeking him when
we are struggling with life’s problems, “Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Heb 4:16). The promises of God written for us in Holy Scripture
are abundant and we need them now more than ever. That is why turning to God’s Word is both critical and
essential. It always has been, and it always will be.
With mask on or mask off, you can sing the Post-Communion Canticle even and especially when things are
not going the way you would like:
“Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell everyone what He has done. Let all who seek the Lord rejoice
and proudly bear His name. He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy with shouts of
thanksgiving, Alleluia, alleluia” (LSB Divine Service Setting One p.160).
In the same way, we can give thanks to God in singing the beautiful hymn, “Now Thank We All Our
God” (LSB 895). “Now thank we all our God With hearts and hands and voices, Who wondrous things has done, In
who His world rejoices…” Therefore, whether times are good or bad, let us give thanks to God with all our being.
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all”
(2 Cor. 13:14).
Pastor Steve Deombeleg

Market Day is Back!
Market Day is back and with home
direct delivery! Register at
www.marketdaylocal.com.
Choose Immanuel Christian Academy - Hillside -

Shop with Scrip - Scrip fundraising is a no-selling program that enables families to raise money for their
church or school. Scrip is just another way to pay for everyday purchases using gift cards in place of cash,
checks, and credit cards. You purchase gift cards from your organization at face value, and your coordinator
orders those cards from Great Lakes Scrip Center at a reduced price. The difference is an instant rebate for
Immanuel. It’s that simple!
Order Forms are in the church hallway or enroll online:
www.shop.shopwithscrip.com - Enrollment Code: 9D337C6F55761
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Blessings on your Stewardship Journey
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Giving Thanks to God
As we approach Thanksgiving and then, shortly thereafter, the end of 2020,
we are reminded of the many blessings that God has given to us. The
question that we should be asking is, “How do we begin to thank God for
all that He has done and continues to do for us?” High on our lists of
things to thank our Heavenly Father for should be our new lives in Christ.
In spite of our sinful ways, God demonstrated His awesome love for us by
sending His only Son to the Cross on our behalf. We certainly will also
thank Him for our families as well as our material blessings, and we can be
confident that God will bless us with a cure for this Pandemic that is plaguing the world. How blessed we are that God provides for all that we need
to sustain our lives, and, through faith that He provides, He will give us life
forever with Him.
I want to suggest another wonderful blessing for us that we should always
give thanks for and that is God’s faithfulness to us. As the prophet
Jeremiah wrote, “The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; His mercies never
come to an end; they are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness” (Lamentations
3:22-23). God’s faithfulness to us never wavers, even though we vacillate
in our faithfulness to Him.
Because of God’s faithfulness to us, God has blessed us so we can be a
blessing to others. Recognizing our blessings are so freely given to us
causes us to want to share our blessings. Through faith, we willingly “share
with God’s people who are in need” (Romans 12:13). “Christ’s love compels us” (2
Corinthians 5:14) to respond to the needs of others, both physical and
spiritual needs. Through the working of the Holy Spirit, we become channels through which God works.
Those who are a blessing to others reflect and live with an attitude that is
described as “an attitude of gratitude.” To live with “an attitude of gratitude,” means we truly understand that God is the source of all blessings.
Understanding God’s grace, love, and mercy, we are motivated to live lives
which reflect our gratitude for what God is doing in our lives.
Because of the Covid-19 virus, family gatherings may be smaller than in
past years but hopefully it won’t prevent you from having a wonderful day
with your family, enjoying some turkey, and possibly watching some football. Happy Thanksgiving!
JESUS’ LIFE IS A MODEL OF SERVICE TO EMULATE.
“…The Son of Man came not
to be served but serve, and to
give His life as a ransom for
many” (Matthew 20:28).

AMONG THOSE THINGS
FOR WHICH YOU GIVE
THANKS ON THANKSGIVING,
LET THE GIFT OF YOUR
SAVIOR BE AT THE TOP OF
YOUR LIST.

“Thanks be to God for His
indescribable gift!”
(2 Corinthians 9:15).

Stewardship Corner
As God’s stewards, we are to devote
our lives and gifts to fulfill His
purpose. However, our human nature
seeks the possession of things, wants
to be important, and desires to be in
control. With the help of the Holy
Spirit, we understand that God is in
control and that He owns everything.
“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof…” (Psalm 24:1). With
transformed hearts, we can be God’s
stewards who express our faith in the
way we live our lives. Through faith,
God provides motivation and power
to live the Christian life in a growing
awareness of God’s redeeming grace.
God calls and chooses us to be His
stewards, and He acts in and through
us. We are God’s hands, feet, and
mouth to the world.

REMEMBER TO PRAY
If you have a prayer request, please
call the pastor in the church office
(708-562-5590). We are praying for
you! Please notify the office when
circumstances of your request
change or when the Lord answers
your prayers. We want to rejoice
with you and thank the Lord.
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Gladly Hear and Learn It
by Valerie Winston
When I was a child I loved going to Sunday School. I loved hearing all the Bible stories and learning of all the
people, characters and heroes of faith. Because I attended a Lutheran elementary school, a Lutheran high school
and a Lutheran college I had many years of Religion classes.
As I got older, many of those Bible story classes transitioned into theology classes. I studied things such as the
Faith of the Christian Church, Christian Doctrine, and the Reformation Era. There were classes just spent on
Paul’s missionary journeys. I even had a class called Comparative Religions where we learned about other faiths.
I’ve studied the Augsburg Confession and the Book of Concord.
My greatest joy, however, has continued to be studying the Old and New Testament Bible stories. Over the years
I have found that many of my students do not attend Sunday School and don’t know many of the Bible stories.
Each year I am amazed at what they don’t know, but also become happy when they get excited about and
discover these stories. It is a blessing to see them either come to faith or strengthen their faith because of what
they are learning. It’s wonderful to see them put the Christian principles they are learning into action. And even
though I have spent quite a bit of time in the Bible it surprises me that there are times when I still learn something
new.
The meaning of the Third Commandment speaks of gladly hearing and learning God’s Word. Psalm 119:105 says,
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path”. In these days of dreariness and darkness, God’s light
continues to shine and be a beacon for our faith and for our souls. God continues to light the way for our
students and it has been a joyous experience to help them hear and learn God’s Word. Luke 11:28 says, “Blessed
are those who hear the word of God and keep it.” I pray that God continues to bless all of our students as they
continue to gladly hear and learn God’s Word.

Daylight Saving Time Ends
Sunday, November 1
at 2:00 a.m.

Oatmeal / Cereal
 Toaster Pastries
 Granola / Cereal Bars
 Applesauce Cups
 Canned Meat
 Canned Soup / Ramen
 Macaroni and Cheese
 Peanut Butter
 Jelly
 Canned Meals (Stew,
Macaroni, Ravioli & Chili)
 Juice (Plastic Bottles)
 Snack Crackers
 Snack Size Cookies
 Fruit Snacks


Thanksgiving Eve Service
November 25, 7:00 p.m.
Join us in-person or online
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Everything written in the Scriptures was written to teach us, in order that
we might have hope through the patience and encouragement which the
Scriptures gives. Romans 15:4

Getting the Most Out of Your Daily Bible Reading
As you read the Bible each day, allow the Scriptures to speak to you.
This daily “dialogue “ between you and the biblical text will reveal
new understandings about God, and about yourself.

November
1 1 Chronicles 16:1-13
2 1 Chronicles 16:14-36
3 Deuteronomy 26:1-15
4 Daniel 4:28-37
5 Psalm 95
6 Psalm 96
7 Psalm 98
8 Psalm 99
9 Psalm 100
10 Psalm 104
11 Psalm 112
12 Psalm 113
13 Psalm 116
14 Psalm 118
15 Psalm 126
16 Psalm 138
17 Psalm 147

18 Psalm 148
19 Psalm 149
20 Psalm 150
21 Revelation 4:1-11
22 Revelation 5:1-14
23 Revelation 19:1-10
24 1 Timothy 4:1-16
25 2 Corinthians 8:1-15
26 2 Corinthians 8:16-24
27 2 Corinthians 9:1-15
Thanksgiving Day
28 Psalm 65
First Sunday in Advent
29 Psalm 66
30 Psalm 67

Set aside time to read the bible on a daily basis.
Find a quiet place to read and reflect on each day’s reading.
Begin with prayer, asking God for guidance and blessing.

For the Record
Nothing to Report

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

1 - Alicia Blair
3 - Leslie Iacovetti
4 - Christine Bell
5 - Mike Mannella
6 - Daniel Stallings
11 - Jacob Czubernat
14 - Susan Arnold
17 - Dorothy Francis
19 - Dorothy Ivers
22 - Olivia Deombeleg
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A Month of Prayer
The fellowship of prayer consists of
caring people who pray daily for
members in the church. Members
and their families will be listed
in alphabetical order each month.
Please pray for both their known
and unknown needs.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

The Bozzi Family
Roger Brabant
Ruth Anne Brendenmuhl
Bob Brown
Doretha Brown & Rashaad
Smith
6. Joe & Lisa Chioda
7. The Czubernat Family
8. Detrall Dearbone
9. The Deombeleg Family
10. Laprika Duff & Jayla Pernell
11. Dorothy Francis
12. Arlene Gasperich
13. The Hadler Family
14. Steve Hadler
15. Steve & Lucretia Hardy
16. Evelyn Haynes
17. Corinne Hein
18. The Hempel Family
19. Violet Horn
20. Sandra Houle
21. The Iacovetti Family
22. Dorothy Ivers
23. The Karpierz Family
24. Clyde & Omie Lane
25. Becky Lelingis
26. The Lepe Family
27. The Mannella Family
28. The Mazanek Family
29. Virginia Mazanek
30. Lloyd & Toni Mooney

2

9

16

23 Remote Learning
for all students

30 - Buona Hillside
Dining for Dollars
Parent Teacher
Conferences
Remote Learning
for all students

8Scrip Orders Due
9:30am Worship
11am - Bible study

15
9:30am Worship
with Holy Comm.
11am - Bible study

22
9:30am Worship
11:00a.m.
Voters Meeting

29
9:30am Worship
with Holy Comm.
11am - Bible study

Mon

1Day light Saving
Time Ends
9:30am Worship
with Holy Comm.
11am - Bible study

Sun

24
Remote Learning
for all students
No Hunger
Holiday Turkey
Meal Distribution

17
Chipotle Oakbrook
Dining for Dollars

10
6:00 p.m.
Church Council

Election Day

3

Tue

7pm Thanksgiving
Eve Service

25
No School / Classes

18

Veteran’s Days

11

4
3pm Faculty
Meeting

Wed

26
Thanksgiving Day
No School / Classes

19

12
6:00 p.m.
Elders Meeting

5

Thu

27
No School / Classes

20

13

6

Fri

November 2020

28

21
11am - 1pm
Food Pantry

14

7
11am - 1pm
Food Pantry

Sat

2317 - 2329 South Wolf Road
Hillside, IL 60162
Church phone - 708-562-5590
School phone - 708-562-5580
E-Mail: general@immanuel-hillside.org
www.immanuel-hillside.org
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Rev. Steve Deombeleg, Pastor
ilcpastor@immanuel-hillside.org
708-562-5590 ext. 101 Cell: 847-714-6080
Donn Hempel, B.A., Director of Music
dhempel@immanuel-hillside.org
Office: 708-562-5580 ext. 205
Home: 708-442-1505

Deatrice Honey, Administration Assistant
general@immanuel-hillside.org
708-562-5580 ext. 200
Valerie Winston, Principal
vwinston@immanuel-hillside.org
708-562-5580 ext. 201
www.icahillside.org

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another,
as good stewards of God's varied grace. 1 Peter 4:10

