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Opening Versicles 

 
P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

P Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 

C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 
 

P Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C Make His paths straight. 
 

P Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down 
righteousness. 

C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 
  

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers    sts. 1–2 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
    And let your lights appear; 
The evening is advancing, 
    And darker night is near. 
The Bridegroom is arising 



    And soon is drawing nigh. 
Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
    At midnight comes the cry. 
 
The watchers on the mountain 
    Proclaim the Bridegroom near; 
Go forth as He approaches 
    With alleluias clear. 
The marriage feast is waiting; 
    The gates wide open stand. 
Arise, O heirs of glory; 
    The Bridegroom is at hand. 
 

Advent Prayer 

P   Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may 
be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your 
mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C   Amen. 
 
Readings From Holy Scripture 

 
First Reading         Revelation 21:1–7 

 

L A reading from Revelation, the twenty-first chapter. 
  
 1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will 
dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them as their God. 4He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor 
pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 
 5And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all 
things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are 



trustworthy and true.” 6And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the 
spring of the water of life without payment. 7The one who conquers will 
have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.” 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading           Luke 9:23–27 
 23And [Jesus] said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 
25For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or 
forfeits himself? 26For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him 
will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory 
of the Father and of the holy angels. 27But I tell you truly, there are some 
standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Responsory 
 

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for 
David a righteous Branch, 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 
Righteousness. 

  

P He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 
Righteousness. 

  

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C  This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 
Righteousness. 

 
 



515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers    sts. 3–4 
 

The saints, who here in patience 
    Their cross and suff’rings bore, 
Shall live and reign forever 
    When sorrow is no more. 
Around the throne of glory 
    The Lamb they shall behold; 
In triumph cast before Him 
    Their diadems of gold. 
 
Our hope and expectation, 
    O Jesus, now appear; 
Arise, O Sun so longed for, 
    O’er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, 
    We plead, O Lord, to see 
The day of earth’s redemption 
    That sets Your people free! 
Text: Public domain 
 

Sermon   The Apostle John and a Vision of the Bride 
 

644 The Church’s One Foundation     sts. 1–2 
 
The Church’s one foundation 
    Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is His new creation 
    By water and the Word. 
From heav’n He came and sought her 
    To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, 
    And for her life He died. 
 
Elect from ev’ry nation, 
    Yet one o’er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation: 
    One Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy name she blesses, 



    Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses 
    With ev’ry grace endued. 
 
Text: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
           Response: 

P Hear our prayer, 

C Come Lord Jesus. 
 

Luther’s Evening Prayer 

C  I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 
Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You 
would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 
graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, 
my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that 
the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 
644 The Church’s One Foundation     sts. 3–5 
 

Though with a scornful wonder 
    The world sees her oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, 
    By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping; 
    Their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping 
    Shall be the morn of song. 
 
Through toil and tribulation 
    And tumult of her war 
She waits the consummation 
    Of peace forevermore 
Till with the vision glorious 
    Her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great Church victorious 
    Shall be the Church at rest. 



Yet she on earth has union 
    With God, the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion 
    With those whose rest is won. 
O blessèd heav’nly chorus! 
    Lord, save us by Your grace 
That we, like saints before us, 
    May see You face to face. 
 

Text: Public domain 
 
Benedicamus and Benediction 

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

Worship with us: 
Sunday mornings—9:30 am. 

Wednesday evenings—7:00 pm.  
“Voices from the Edge”  
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