
Dear Immanuel Family, 
 
Just recently I wrote about the importance of meeting together as God's people and how we 
would continue to worship even though others were shutting down and staying away. Well, 
in our ever-changing climate due to the COVID 19 pandemic, my earlier message 
encouraging us to gather together at all costs has been nullified.  
 
Therefore, it is with a heavy heart that I must announce the cancellation of all our worship 
services until Maundy Thursday, April 9th. This is in response to Illinois State Governor JB 
Pritzker's earlier announcement of an Order he issued today commanding all citizens to 
stay-at-home unless it is of an essential matter such as grocery shopping, work, or medical 
services. The return date of April 9 will remain unless a change is necessary. 
 
Please know this has been a difficult announcement to make to God's people who rely on 
His Word and Sacraments for the forgiveness of sins, strengthening of their faith, and life 
everlasting. I could never have foreseen doing this, seminary training didn't prepare me for 
it, but the situation demands it and it is my duty to guide you through it with God's help. 
With that said, we accept the world we live in and look to new ways of worshiping. This 
situation has given us an opportunity to explore different methods of technology for the 
purpose of bringing you the Good News of Jesus Christ. We will do our very best to deliver 
God's Word to you. If we find that we are lacking in this area the Northern Illinois District 
has provided a list of congregations in our area that are willing to share their technological 
resources with us. They are well-versed in live streaming videos of worship services and 
sermons. This is also a good time for personal and family devotions. Get your Bible out and 
begin reading; God's Word is powerful. 
 
Finally, not being able to gather for worship will be a real game-changer with regard to 
giving back to God with our tithes and offerings. Our thinking will need to change because 
we often associate our giving with being in Church; that's where we bring our offerings 
right? Not in this day and age. We still need to be faithful givers and God's message still 
needs to get out. You can mail in your offering to Immanuel or you can access our online 
giving option located on our website.  
 
If you know of someone at Immanuel who does not use a computer to receive email notices 
please be sure to pass along this message. We will update you regularly as pertains to 
church and school. I am available for emergencies just as before. And please inform me if 
you have to go to the hospital, they might let me in. 
 
Let us pray. Holy Father, in this Lenten season we follow Jesus on his journey to suffer and 
die on the cross for the sins of the world. As we reflect on our own sin and the need for 
forgiveness, help us to draw closer to You, especially now as we may experience loneliness 
and the desire to be with Your people in Your house. Grant us Your peace and strengthen 
our faith by the power of Your Word and Spirit. In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 
 
Psalm 139:7-12, 17-18, 23-24 



7 Where shall I go from your Spirit? 
    Or where shall I flee from your presence? 
8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 
    If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
9 If I take the wings of the morning 
    and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
10 even there your hand shall lead me, 
    and your right hand shall hold me. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
    and the light about me be night,” 
12 even the darkness is not dark to you; 
    the night is bright as the day, 
    for darkness is as light with you.  
17 How precious to me are your thoughts, O God! 
    How vast is the sum of them! 
18 If I would count them, they are more than the sand. 
    I awake, and I am still with you. 
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart! 
    Try me and know my thoughts! 
24 And see if there be any grievous way in me, 
    and lead me in the way everlasting! 
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Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.”  John 8:12 
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